Human adults will sometimes help without being asked to help, including in situations in which the helpee is oblivious to the problem and thus provides no communicative or behavioral cues that intervention is necessary. Some theoretical models argue that these acts of 'proactive helping' are an important and possibly human-specific form of prosociality. Two experiments examined whether young children proactively help in a situation where an adult did not provide any concurrent behavioral cues that help was needed. Specifically, in Experiment 1 an experimenter either dropped an object without noticing (experimental condition) or on purpose (control). Even though children were bystanders engaged in their own task, they spontaneously intervened by helping instrumentally in the experimental condition in the absence of concurrent behavioral cues from the actor (significantly more often than in the control condition). These acts increased significantly from 21 to 31 months of age, probably reflecting children's emerging social-cognitive capacities to represent goal-directed action. Experiment 2 replicated proactive helping in 2-year-olds in a more closely matched comparison in which in both experimental and control conditions the actor did not notice the accident, and children thus had to infer whether help was needed from the actor's previous responses alone. This result shows that children are able to infer a need for intervention on concurrent situational cues, without behavioral or communicative cues by the helpee. These results indicate that proactive prosociality might be a characteristic of early human ontogeny, emerging in children as young as two years of age.
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Introduction
One of the key characteristics of human prosociality is that we literally offer help: we help even when help is unsolicited and we help even when the helpee himself provides no sign that he is in trouble. For example, we might run after a pedestrian who failed to notice that their wallet slipped out of her bag, inform colleagues about new job opportunities, or put a granola bar in our kids' backpack, anticipating that they will become hungry on their school trip. Such examples highlight that humans can recruit fairly sophisticated social-cognitive capacities to identify other people's problems and act prosocially in a flexible manner. More specifically, humans engage in what can be called 'proactive prosociality': We act on behalf of others, not only in reaction to overt behavioral or communicative cues by the helpee who is directly soliciting help ('reactive prosociality'), but also in the absence thereof, based upon our knowledge of the situation and the other person's need ('proactive prosociality'; Jaeggi, Burkart, & van Schaik, 2010; Warneken & Tomasello, 2008a) .
Some theoretical models concerning the evolution of these types of skills argue that proactive prosociality towards non-kin is a special form of prosociality that is human-unique among the great apes (Burkart, Hrdy, & van Schaik, 2009; Hrdy, 2009; Jaeggi et al., 2010) . However, the ontogenetic origins of these behaviors are largely unknown. A number of studies have shown that during the second year of life, children begin to act prosocially in a variety of ways, including acts of helping, comforting,
